obstetrics, intractable pam, and indications and contra-indications.
However, one would hope that when the fourth edition is published, it will contain some comparisons with epidural anaesthesia, and some guide in regard to the choice between these two methods in various circumstances. I would think mcst anaesthetists would be of the opinion that the two methods are not always interchangeable.
But in summalY, this monograph is recommended reading for all regional anaesthetists, even if they have read the previous edition.
T. 1. EVANS. . Cardiac output is one of the most important physiological functions to anaesthetists, and although we usually depend on assessing other parameters to determine the cardiovascular status, cardiac output measurement is now becoming a practical proposition and will probably become more frequently used, particularly in the management of very ill patients. This is a very comprehensive monograph on cardiac output. The first section deals with the more widely employed methods of assessing cardiac output. This is followed by sections on regulation of cardiac pumping and the regulation of venous return, where the cardiac output and venous return curves are introduced and explained in some detail. These are now widely used in teaching cardiovascular physiology. They are further developed in a chapter entitled " Graphical Analysis of Cardiac Output Regulation ", which leads on to a simplified algebraic analysis and finally computer analysis of heart pumping and total circulatory function. It is fascinating to read some of these aspects which demonstrate how the various components of the heart and circulation and their control are built into the computer circuitry. Even for those who are not electronically minded, the general impression of how this is achieved can be obtained from this section. The final section is on the regUlation of cardiac output in specific physiological and pathological states and deals in detail with topics such as autonomic regulation, effects of blood volume changes, posture, shock, exercise and heart failure. The book concludes with a bibliography containing about ] ,500 references. This is a useful reference source and is an indication of the wide literature review covered in the preparation of this very comprehensive text.
Any anaesthetist with a special interest in cardiovascular physiology should find much of value in this book, and although it is probably rather detailed for most practising anaesthetists and trainees there are many chapters which would be both interesting and useful to peruse if time is available.
T. C. K. BROWN.
A naesthesia and Intensive Care, VoZ. I I, So . . 3, A ltRust, 11174 
